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Alvin ISD Education Foundation
Making a Difference

The Alvin ISD Education Foundation is a 501(c)(3) (charitable) organization established to create 
support for the academic programs of Alvin ISD.  The Foundation provides funds beyond the normal 
operating budget for educational programs and activities for students and staff.  These funds are not 
available through tax revenues.  Foundation funds are used to support student achievement and skill 
development, recognize and encourage staff excellence, and expand community involvement from 
individuals, businesses, and civic organizations.

The annual Turtle Race is the largest fundraising endeavor sponsored by the Foundation.  To date, over 
1 million dollars in Innovative Teaching Grants and Campus Grants have been awarded to Alvin ISD 
teachers and students as a result of the Turtle Race and other Foundation fundraisers. The Foundation 
hosts the annual Celebration of Academic Excellence honoring the top graduates at Alvin High School, 
Manvel High School, Shadow Creek High School and RISE Academy and their most influential teachers 
in their educational career thus far.  In addition, the Foundation awards numerous student, teacher, 
and paraprofessional scholarships.

You Can Make a Difference

Your contribution to the Alvin ISD Education Foundation is gratefully received and carefully 
appropriated to provide opportunities for Alvin ISD students. With each dollar spent for quality 
education, you do MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Alvin ISD Education Foundation
P.O. Box 2342

Alvin, TX  77512
281-331-2586
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TABLE SPONSORS

ACU OF TEXAS

ALVIN ATPE

AMOCO FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

ASCEND PERFORMANCE MATERIALS

CHOCOLATE BAYOU FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

EMA ENGINEERING

EQUITABLE

GULF COAST EDUCATORS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

JUDGE ROY CASTILLO

K3-BMI

KELSEY-SEYBOLD CLINIC

LARRY & BETH NELSON

MEMORIAL HERMANN

RAUL & JENNIFER VALDEZ

REPRESENTATIVE ED THOMPSON

SCOTT BOLTON, RBC WEALTH MANAGEMENT

SHELL OIL

SUSAN & MICHAEL HOOVER

TERRACON

TIM & KATIE LAZA

wEw EDUCATIONAL CONSULTING & ASSOC. - WARNER & MELBA ERVIN

DONATIONS

FIRST CHAIR FORMAL WEAR

JIM & MARY JANE CRUMM

A special thank you for your generous donations and continued support of the  Alvin ISD Education Foundation.
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Alvin Independent School District
Education Foundation

Celebration of Academic Excellence

Saluting the top twenty graduates of Alvin High School, Manvel High School, Shadow Creek High 
School and the top two graduates of ASSETS Academy from the Class of 2021.

Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Becker
 President, Alvin ISD Education Foundation

Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trenton X. Parker
 Valedictorian, Alvin High School

Greetings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Becker & Carol Nelson
 President, Alvin ISD Education Foundation, Superintendent, Alvin ISD

Recognition of Alvin High School Students. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karen Taylor
 Principal, Alvin High School

Recognition of RISE Academy Students . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brandy Johanson
 Principal, RISE Academy

Recognition of Manvel High School Students . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aeniqua Flowers
 Principal, Manvel High School

Recognition of Shadow Creek High School Students . . . . . . . . . Kelly Hestand
 Principal, Shadow Creek High School

Closing Remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Becker

To be one of the top students of the Class of 2021 is a significant milestone which will follow 
you throughout your education and career.  We congratulate you on your perseverance and 
dedication which has made this achievement possible.

The Alvin Independent School District Education Foundation will continue to watch your 
achievements with interest and pride as you progress along life’s path.

- DINNER -
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ALVIN HIGH SCHOOL
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TRENTON X. PARKER 
Valedictorian 

Naval Academy - Biochemistry or Nuclear Engineering

First Sergeant Stephen Garcia
Introduction to MCJROTC & 9th-12th Grade Armed Drill MCJROTC – Alvin High School 

The educator that has left the biggest impact on, not only my schooling but my life would be the due of Major and First 
Sergeant Garcia. Unfortunately, we were only able to select one single educator, and as First Sergeant is the...voice… of the 
program and Major is always behind the scenes, I chose First Sergeant. I arrived at Alvin high school not understanding much 
about the real world, all I knew was that I wanted to join the military. I met First Sergeant and Major in MCJROTC and saw them 
as almost a good cop, bad cop team and you could guess which is which. I shortly realized it was more than that. Both of these 
educators cared about every student’s life in and out of school. It was a personal connection that was forged through respect 
and admiration. I was pushed by both of these educators to become a leader because settling was never an option. I could drill 
and I could teach, so I led. Later they found out that I was close to the top of my class and striving to attend one of the military 
academies. Life got a little harder. I was pushed mentally and physically by them. Again, settling was never an option. Every 
time I let my grades drop, I was pushed to fix them. When I gained weight, I was pushed to lose it. I was forced to improve. I 
cannot thank them enough for all that they helped me to accomplish. Thank you both for helping to shape me into the man I 
am today. I will do my best to keep improving and make all of those who helped me and stood with me, proud. OORAH!
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WYATT RAYHILL
Salutatorian 

Texas A&M University - Engineering

Robin Foster 
AP Human Geography & AP Macroeconomics – Alvin High School 

Mrs. Foster’s AP Human Geography class was the first AP class I ever enrolled in. Initially I was very intimidated by the 
thought of taking an AP class, but thanks to Mrs. Foster I was able to excel in that class. Her teaching style not only 
taught me geography but also helped me understand how to learn and do well in an AP class. Mrs. Foster showed me 
how to manage time efficiently, helped restructure my study habits, and taught me to take better notes. These are all 
very important in order to succeed in an AP or college class. After finishing Human Geography, I felt more prepared 
and at ease in every AP class I took throughout high school. As a senior, I also had Mrs. Foster for AP Macroeconomics. 
This class was a great experience due to the skills I had previously obtained from Mrs. Foster in AP Human Geography.
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LORALEI RANE MILLER
University of Texas - Biology

Ashley Miller 
9th-12th Grade Counselor - Alvin High School 

Mrs. Miller has been my counselor for all four of my years at Alvin High School. Throughout this time, and even 
the summer leading up to my freshman year, she has been one of the biggest supporters in my life. She is 
one of the most inspiring, empowering, and compassionate individuals I have ever had the honor of meeting 
and I am beyond thankful for every contribution she has made toward my education. Every year, she worked 
with me to schedule classes that allowed me to pursue subjects I was passionate about, while challenging 
me to improve on my weaker areas. She advocated for my participation in programs such as the Texas High 
School Aerospace Scholars programs, assisted me with research about colleges, and helped me to search for 
scholarship opportunities to aid with my college education. I can confidently say that her contributions to my 
education accounted for a large part of my success throughout high school.
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KAITLYN FIELD
Texas A&M University - Forensics

Donna Ruby
9th-12th Grade Counselor - Alvin High School                   

Although Mrs. Ruby hasn’t been my counselor all four years, she has supported me throughout my entire high 
school experience. She helped me balance my workload to be both manageable and challenging while also 
understanding my needs as a student-athlete. She was also supportive of my soccer endeavors as a former 
coach who could listen to my complaints and offer solutions. Mrs. Ruby is a generous and compassionate person 
who has helped many students during her time here at Alvin High School and I’m grateful to be one of those 
students.
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ANNI SHEWMAKE
Texas A&M University - Business Honors

Chad McWhirter 
AP English III & AP Research - Alvin High School

Prior to my being in Mr. McWhirter’s AP English III class, I knew of his reputation as a great English teacher with a dry, 
sarcastic sense of humor. But I don’t think I fully grasped how right that was. When I walked into his classroom and saw the 
mannequin in the back of the room and the cookie stapled to the wall, I knew it was going to be an interesting year. He 
always knew how to keep class fun and his students engaged. I was genuinely upset when the school year was cut short 
and I had to finish his class online. When I needed help with an assignment, he would stay after school and ensure my 
questions were answered no matter how long it took, and that didn’t change when we transitioned to virtual learning. After 
it was announced that the AP exam would be only one essay, Mr. McWhirter would stay on the GoogleMeet with me and 
read my essays I wrote as extra practice. I appreciate his ability to correct my writing and offer suggestions for improvement 
without being degrading or patronizing. My reading comprehension and writing skills improved dramatically as a result of 
being in his class. It is obvious that he wants all his students to succeed and I am so thankful I got the opportunity to be in 
his class.
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 TRINITY HULEN
Alvin Community College - Biology/Animal Studies

Charley “Bree” Clark 
Veterinary Medical Applications - JB Hensler College and Career Academy 

Mrs. Clark came into class every day excited to help her students learn about veterinary science. It was obvious 
from day one that she has a passion for teaching and animals. I always looked forward to heading to JB Hensler 
for her class because I knew I would not only be learning valuable information but also having fun. Of course, I 
also enjoyed playing with the class pets, Harley, Pig Pig, Julio, and Joey. Her passion didn’t end in the classroom. 
It extended into FFA and the world of rabbits. She convinced me to join FFA and even went with me to help 
me pick out my first show rabbit. She supports her students by attending events and shows, encouraging after 
losses, and celebrating after wins. I am thankful for all that she has done for me over the last two years.
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SHERIDAN SCHMIDT
University of Texas - Biology

Laura Hoffmann
PreAP English II - Alvin High School 

Ms. Hoffmann is my most influential educator because she was always so positive and made her classroom a 
welcoming space. She was always free to listen and talk and be there for her students with open arms. By making 
projects, lessons, and class readings intriguing, the tedious work was so much more tolerable. She always pushed 
me to do my best and continuously gave me helpful advice, both on work and in life. Her positive, joyous energy 
always made me excited and ready for class. Because of her, I was inspired to appreciate the little things and 
enjoy high school and have fun.
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DANIEL GAJIC
Texas A&M University - Mechanical Engineering

Chris McGilvray
Principles of Engineering & Engineering and Design - Alvin High School 

Mr. McGilvray had a huge impact on my academic career and academic future. I wasn’t one of the lucky freshmen 
to have him for biology, but I had Mr. McGilvray for the latter half of the Project Lead The Way program. During 
my junior year, he helped me understand the many pathways of engineering and allowed me to choose for 
myself, rather than force me down a path. Thanks to him, I was able to find my way and attempt to become a 
mechanical engineer. Throughout my junior and senior years, he was a fun and understanding teacher. His class 
was a class that I looked forward to everyday. To me, he is more of a friend than teacher, more of a companion 
than instructor, and he has all my respect. I appreciate him for helping me narrow a wide path and being caring 
and understanding on rough days. I’m glad he was one of my teachers at Alvin High School.
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JOSE ARMANDO CONTRERAS CRUZ
University of St. Thomas - Computer Science

Jeremy Kitchens 
7th-8th Grade Symphonic Band II – Fairview Jr. High

Mr. Kitchens held me to high expectations, both in the challenge of music pieces I was to perform, and in my 
ability to be a leader within my section. This structure allowed me to not only develop as a music student, but 
as a person. This lesson transcends the walls of the classroom and applies to an everyday way of thinking. Apart 
from instilling a demand for progress, Mr. Kitchens instilled a sense of family. The band hall at times felt like an 
extension of my home. Thank you, Mr. Kitchens, for the long-lasting memories. 
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ADRIAN AGUILAR
University of Texas - Civil Engineering

David Weber 
4th-5th Grade English & Social Studies – Melba Passmore Elementary

When I reminisce on my elementary school years, I am always transported back to the same classroom. That 
classroom is Mr. Weber’s. His class was truly the first one where I started feeling like what I did at school made a 
difference. I recall how once we were given the task to freely write a story on our own, with the only restriction 
being that it must be realistic fiction. When Mr. Weber read my writing, the smile forming on his face left a 
lasting impact on me. What I created genuinely made his day, and he went around to other classrooms to show 
it off, which I took great pride in. From that day forward, I realized how even the most minimal of actions, a 
simple free-write, could make the biggest difference in the mood of others. Thank you, Mr. Weber, for helping 
me discover that talent.
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GABRIELA DANTZMAN
University of Texas at Dallas - Biomedical Engineering

Tiffany Marchand
PreAP Biology & AP Biology – Alvin High School 

Mrs. Marchand’s classes have been such a great part of my time in high school. AP Biology was probably the most 
engaging class I’ve ever taken, partially because it’s my favorite subject, but mostly because of Mrs. Marchand’s 
relentlessly positive attitude and enthusiasm. She is one of the most passionate educators that I’ve had the 
pleasure of learning from. One of my favorite things about Mrs. Marchand is how she is always eager to engage 
in scientific discussions and support all of my academic endeavors. I definitely never felt alone with my strange 
nerdy thoughts when she was around. I’d like to thank her from the bottom of my heart for helping me realize 
my true passion for the science of life, and for encouraging my decision to major in science and eventually 
pursue a career related to biology.
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CODY SMITH
Texas A&M University - Engineering

James Gage 
11th-12th Grade Varsity Football Coach – Alvin High School

I was introduced to Coach Gage my sophomore year when he came to Alvin High School to coach football and 
started working to turn the program around for the better. Since he was the quarterback coach, we spent a 
good amount of time together and over the years we have developed a father/son type bond. He has pushed 
me to be the best I could possibly be, not only on the field but off of it as well. I will forever be grateful for the 
mentoring I received from him and the role model he has been and continues to be.
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ALYSSA HAYDEN
University of North Texas - Biology

Kelley Smith 
PreAP English II & AP Seminar – Alvin High School

When I walked into her room for the first time, I knew that my experience with her was going to be amazing. 
And I was absolutely correct. Mrs. Smith was an excellent teacher and an even better inspiration to me in my two 
years of being in her class. She guided me through tough spots in both my academic life and my personal life, 
she made learning fun in a class that I never really enjoyed and treated all her students with respect and dignity 
and so much kindness. She’s been one of my biggest supporters these last few years and I am forever grateful. 
She’s such a cool teacher too.
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RUTH TURNER
University of Texas - Rhetoric and Writing

Kim Durkin
1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th Grade Gifted & Talented – R. L. Stevenson Primary & Walt Disney Elementary

Mrs. Durkin has been my friend and teacher for more than a decade. Between first grade and fifth, she played an 
invaluable role in my education and life. I was in her last class of first graders, and she made me feel so special. 
She encouraged me to keep reading and writing, and because of her influence, I am more successful in my 
classes. In second grade, she opened up her room for the Destination Imagination (DI) program, where I was 
able to transform from a terrified mouse into a slightly less shy mouse. When I got into the Gifted and Talented 
program in third grade, Mrs. Durkin personally called my mom and helped me along every step of the way. 
She helped my friends and me continue with DI, learn Latin, create plays to understand sharks and San Jacinto, 
introduced us to different types of intelligence, and encouraged us to think for ourselves.
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BRAYDEN WRIGHT
University of Texas at Dallas - Biomedical Engineering

Catherine Boyle
Kindergarten – Melba Passmore Elementary 

Mrs. Boyle was my Kindergarten teacher, the teacher that began my educational career. At that time, I did not 
realize the impact she would have on my life. Mrs. Boyle is one of the only teachers I have kept in contact with 
since I left her class. I have visited her many times in her classroom to share stories about what’s happening in 
our lives. When my family and I think back to my time in elementary school, Mrs. Boyle is the first name that 
comes to mind, an educator I haven’t forgotten after all these years and never will.
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SAMUEL J. WOODWARD
University of Texas - Undeclared

Charles Ruff 
PreAP Algebra II, AP Calculus AB & AP Calculus BC – Alvin High School

Mr. Ruff taught me in three of my four years at Alvin High School, covering Algebra II in my freshman year and 
Calculus AB and BC in my junior and senior years, respectively. Throughout that time, his class fostered within 
me a renewed appreciation for mathematics or rather sparked the realization for an existing appreciation, a 
passion that would go on to shape large portions of my high school career and future aspirations. His class was 
an introduction to the rigors to be faced in the pursuit of academic excellence, forcing me to develop ways of 
overcoming them. His class gave me a passion to learn and the tools to do so, lessons which I will take with me 
throughout my every ambition.
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LINDSAY PARTHUM
Texas A&M University - Kinesiology

Donna Pauley
AP English IV – Alvin High School 

In a short amount of time, Mrs. Pauley made a large impact on my education and my life. I have always enjoyed 
English, but I discovered a new found appreciation for the subject once I stepped into Mrs. Pauley’s classroom. From 
dressing up to read Hamlet, to taking nature field trips outside, Mrs. Pauley’s passion and dedication to enhancing the 
minds of her students has always been present. There has never been a time where I have felt judged by my thoughts 
and opinions in her class, and I truly appreciate that. It has always been evident that Mrs. Pauley understands her tired, 
stressed seniors and has given us all a space to tune out our distractions and engage in interesting and insightful 
poetry. I am beyond grateful and blessed to have been taught by Mrs. Pauley during my last year of high school. 
Thank you so much for everything, Mrs. Pauley. 
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JORDAN CURTNER
University of Houston – General Studies

Paul Summa
Academic Decathlon I - IV & AP U.S. History – Alvin High School

Mr. Summa, Throughout all four years of my Alvin High School experience you have been my teacher and if 
there’s one staff member who knows me best it is probably you. My time in Academic Decathlon has probably 
been among one of my favorite memories of all in high school. Our team ate lunch in your room for three years 
straight, you didn’t get a lunch break for three years! We’re a lot to put up with and I wanted to thank you for that. 
The bond our team had couldn’t have been possible without wonderful coaches like yourself and Mrs. Foster. 
I’m thankful that I got to be your student. Thank you so much for everything you’ve done. 
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JENNIFER LOU TORRES
University of Texas - Biochemistry

Marguerite Bagwell
Principles of Health Science & Clinical Rotations – Alvin High School 

Mrs. Bagwell has inspired me to follow a path in the medical field. Taking her class, Principles of Health Science, 
was one of the first steps in choosing what I wanted to do in the future. She taught me about the history of 
medicine and that class led me to take Clinical Rotations. I was the only student in the class who wanted to be an 
engineer. Mrs. Bagwell gave me the opportunity to see and experience the many things the healthcare field has 
to offer. Although the pandemic cut it short, I will cherish the places that I got to go and the many things that I 
learned. I will never forget that class. The following summer I decided to major in biochemistry with a focus on 
the medical field. Throughout those classes and after, Mrs. Bagwell was there mentoring and teaching me skills 
to be successful and prepared for my future. Thank you, Mrs. Bagwell, for helping me find the path and helping 
me get prepared.
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MONCE RAMOS
University of North Texas – Neuroscience/Pre-Med

Lydia Fernandez
Spanish 1A, Spanish 1B & AP Spanish IV – Harby Jr. High

As students, many of our teachers and educators will pass through our lives without remembrance. Yet, a special few 
will leave a lasting impression. Lydia Fernandez is one of those educators. She is the type of teacher who will not only 
be a teacher, but a friend, and that is a quality of a great educator. I had the pleasure of spending three years with 
Mrs. Fernandez. Three years that now seem like they passed in the blink of an eye. Throughout that time not only 
did she teach me and many other students about the Spanish language, but she taught us about growing up and 
learning to find confidence. I came to Mrs. Fernandez with a young, inexperienced, and ignorant mind, but thanks 
to her patience, care, and understanding I left as a better person because I knew that there were still kind hearted 
people like her in the world. Not only has Mrs. Fernandez made the world of education a better place, but she has 
motivated students with her radiant character. To the most loving and driven teacher I’ve ever had in my 12 years of 
public school, I  offer a genuine and heartfelt “thank you” for providing me with support, guidance, and precious life 
lessons. You will always be an inspiration to myself and many other students.
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RISE ACADEMY
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NAOMI DEMPSEY
Valedictorian

Alvin Community College/University of Houston - Performing Arts/Theatre

Rachel Napoli
College Prep Math – RISE Academy 

I must thank Mrs. Napoli for the life experiences she shares while giving her students pure knowledge in class. 
She has helped me smile on the darkest days; no matter what kind of day she was having. She always puts her 
students first. Every day, she helped me find solutions to the problems I was facing. She taught life lessons and 
sometime her opinions made our class laugh to death, but that always gave me a huge feeling of hope. Mrs. 
Napoli is very friendly and that’s what’s special about her. Her happiness spreads like wildfire and that’s her gift. 
The courage she gives me gets me ready for the future that I’m facing.  I am truly thank for everything she has 
done for me and I would do anything to give that positive energy back. 
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 NICHOLAS HIATT
Salutatorian

Aviation Institute of Maintenance - Aviation Mechanics

Peggy Basset
Journalism – RISE Academy 

I chose Ms. Basset because she was such an inspiration to me. Journalism is such a broad topic, and she was 
able to help the class learn about intriguing subjects going on around the world. Not only this, but she taught 
topics with wisdom and conveyed a love for learning. Throughout her years at RISE Academy, she has provided 
her feedback and expertise about events and news stories that have help all her students. I appreciate you, Ms. 
Basset. 
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MANVEL HIGH SCHOOL
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ANNA CHAU
Valedictorian 

University of Texas - Biology

Ranjani Sheshadri
PreAP English II, AP English III & AP Research – Manvel High School 

When I first entered Ms. Sheshadri’s English II PreAP course, I remember being afraid of the class. Coming from a family with 
English as their second language, reading and writing was always one of the hardest subjects for me since I was never really 
exposed to “proper” English. Ms. Sheshadri changed that. She could sense my vulnerability as a writer and was willing to help 
me as much as possible. She would take time out of her day to help me with my essays and other English assignments to make 
sure that my work was as well-written as possible. Ms. Sheshadri envisioned my potential from the start of my sophomore year, 
even when I didn’t believe it. She helped challenge me in the class I was least confident about. This not only helped me grow 
as a speaker and writer, but also as a person. She helped me gain confidence in myself and not be afraid to try new things, 
making me stronger as a person. As a National Honor Society (NHS) officer, I was honored to work closely with Ms. Sheshadri, 
who is one of the advisors for our school’s chapter. NHS is where I got a sense of what it’s like to be a leader and uphold 
this responsibility. Ms. Sheshadri always made sure her classroom was filled with positivity, enthusiasm, and of course, funny 
moments. She made all her classes worth going to, even if the content and coursework was challenging at times. She is one of 
the most dedicated and uplifting teachers I know. She has always been there for her students, even if they give her a hard time. 
Her dedication to her students, to this day, baffles me. She spends countless hours on the internet to create presentations, 
writing templates, creative assignments, and so much more. To many students her hard work may go unnoticed, but I’ve 
always appreciated how willing she is to not only helping us prepare for the AP exams, but also helping us succeed later in life. 
Words can not express how thankful I am to have had Ms. Sheshadri for these past three years as my teacher. I hope this small 
paragraph shows just how impactful she has been to me.
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ANHKIEN NGUYEN
Salutatorian 

Princeton University - Electrical Engineering

Justin Zendt
PreAP Computer Science, PSAT, AP Calculus BC & AP Computer Science A – Manvel High School

Mr. Zendt’s dyslexia prevents him from becoming too powerful, as he is one of the most intelligent and interesting people I 
know. Every year, he succeeds in attracting a passionate student following, who clearly recognize his uniqueness and talent 
for teaching. He is the Wielder of the Stick, Gatekeeper of the Mixtape, and Final Boss of the Nerds. As someone who has 
taken nearly all his classes, I am always impressed by the amount of passion he puts into each class, such as by handwriting 
color-coded notes, or including secret messages on tests. One of my favorite classes was his PSAT Review class, which not 
only helped me to become a National Merit Finalist, but the college essays and resumes I did in that class helped me get 
into one of the best universities in the world. Of course, I was saddened that this year I would not be able to participate in 
his classes in person, if only to chuckle at his trademark corny jokes. I owe a lot of my success to you, Zendt, so thank you 
for everything you’ve done!
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YSABELLA VICTORIA DOMINGO
Rice University or Cornell University - Psychology

Ana Pasarella
4th - 5th Grade Gifted & Talented Program - Savannah Lakes Elementary

Mrs. Pasarella hasn’t been my literal “teacher” since she was my Gifted and Talented teacher in elementary school, but she has 
never stopped being the definition of a teacher, in her passions and prerogative to help students and their families to me, 
and to the others she helps today. The reason why I chose Mrs. Pasarella as my most influential educator isn’t just because I’ve 
been in touch with her over the years and have worked beside her with all of the amazing community service projects she has 
helped organize, but because when I trace back my determination to follow what I love and cultivate creativity in my work, 
she is one of the common threads. Even when I was in elementary school, no matter what I was interested in at the time, Mrs. 
Pasarella always encouraged me to pursue what I wanted with zeal. She provided me with the physical resources to continue 
my projects back when she was still pulling me out of class for GT, but most importantly, she was a big part in teaching me to 
recognize what I love to do and how to set my goals. I spent a long time trying to determine what I truly wish to accomplish 
in my life after graduating, and now, going into college, I am confident to say that I see myself enjoying my fields of study no 
matter if I continue to law school or enter the academia world after my first few years of higher education. I am also proud 
to say that Mrs. Pasarella’s gift of passing down enthusiasm for what one is fond of has helped me in my journey of self-
actualization, and I only hope that one day I can do the same for others. Thank you, Mrs. Pasarella, for everything you’ve done 
for me, and what you’ve done for countless others.
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KYLAN DUNCAN
University of Texas - Computer Science

Rebecca Root 
9th - 12th Grade Advanced Academics Specialist – Manvel High School 

The transition from middle school to high school was a dramatic change in my life, because, along with the introduction of 
a new social environment, also came an increase of rigor for the courses I took. Fortunately, I always had someone on my 
side to aid my endeavors: Ms. Root. Not only did she help me prepare for my AP classes, she helped me find new clubs I was 
interested in, and even provided a social hub in her room during lunch that allowed me to connect with other students that 
were going through the same challenges I was. Without her these past four years of high school, I wouldn’t have been able 
to make it to the end of my senior year. Thank you for everything, Ms. Root. 
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CAMERON FLORES
Texas A&M University - Neuroscience/ Pre-Med

Aaron Janecke
AP Calculus AB & Pre-Calculus – Manvel High School 

Mr. Janecke was my teacher a couple of years ago. At that time I was finding myself genuinely disconnected with math, 
feeling as if it was simply “not my thing.” All my teachers before never had me engage with the material, although the 
classes had a very honest and hard working environment. Mr. Janecke always taught us how the material was generally 
applicable in fields such as engineering and science. Mr. Janecke not only helped make the material relevant to the real 
world, but also maintained a very honest demeanor that I appreciated. He encouraged all of his students to try to push 
through challenging problems, which not only changed the way we perceived problems, but overall helped us learn from 
our mistakes.
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KINDSEY CREEL
University of Houston - Biology

Carol Fountain 
Dual Enrollment English III & Dual Enrollment British Literature – Manvel High School 

I remember walking into my first class with Professor Fountain and thinking this class was going to be impossible. I quickly 
found how friendly and considerate she was, and I was so happy to have her the next year. Mrs. Fountain never failed to 
be there for her students, and she was there not only for the classes she taught but also to listen to what we had going on 
outside of her room. Within the past two years, I feel like I have grown as a person and as a student, and I know there is no 
way I would have made it this far without her. Professor Fountain pushed me academically, created a foundation for my 
appreciation for literature, and became someone I respect and admire.
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FEI HAMPTON
University of Texas - Biology

Brianna Patterson
AP Biology – Manvel High School 

I chose Mrs. Patterson as my most influential educator because of the amazing year that I had her as my teacher. 
I already enjoyed biology before going into AP Biology however, taking Mrs. Patterson’s class is really what 
inspired me to pursue a biology major in college. Through the countless hours, she spent teaching, preparing, 
and planning she created a fun and educational learning environment that really helped me learn and prepare 
for the AP test at the end of the year. What sets Mrs. Patterson apart from other teachers I had is that she was 
the perfect balance of a good and fun teacher as well as a strict teacher who could keep everyone on task and 
focused. I really enjoyed taking her class and I loved all of the labs and learning activities, we got to do. Seeing 
her hard work, dedication, and love for teaching as well as how much she cares for her students are what made 
me decide to choose her as my most influential educator. 
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ADAM MASON
University of Houston - Undecided

Tamica Baldwin
PreAP Spanish I & II – Manvel High School 

I chose Ms. Baldwin as my most influential educator because of all the wonderful memories I’ve had in her class. 
She never failed to put a smile on my face and keep learning interesting with all her funny jokes. Her class, which 
I visited for the past four years, was always such a great experience to be a part of that I’ll never forget. Like the 
time she defended my class rank or when we celebrated festive holidays like Dia de los Muertos. She gave me a 
better appreciation of Spanish culture beyond just learning the language. She always helped me with problems 
in and outside of school. I always could be myself around her and found a friendship in her as well. Words can’t 
describe how appreciative I am of her, so I am glad I can share this celebration with her.
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ISAIAH WALKER
University of Texas at San Antonio - Mechanical Engineering

Brian Roberts
AP World History & 9th-12th Grade Varsity Baseball – Manvel High School 

There was no question in my mind what my answer was to the question “Who is your most influential educator?” Coach 
Roberts has been an integral part of both my academic and athletic successes. As my teacher during my sophomore year 
in AP World History, he helped me tap into my love for history by diving deep into historical events that were previously 
foreign to me. His class also taught me how to balance baseball, school, and life as I learned new study habits to handle the 
workload of one of the toughest courses offered at Manvel High School. Coach Roberts has been my baseball coach for four 
years on the varsity baseball team. He has not only helped develop my game but has facilitated my growth as a leader and 
a man. He encouraged me throughout the years to not only lead with my actions but to use my voice to articulate what 
my actions are. He has recommended me for various all-star teams and to many collegiate coaches during my recruiting 
process. Through those opportunities, Coach Roberts has instilled a confidence in me that I did not previously carry but 
now hold on to partly due to his contributions. Coach Roberts has shown that he doesn’t just care about me as a baseball 
player or a student, but that he cares about me – Isaiah Walker. I couldn’t have asked for a better educator and I am blessed 
to have been taught and coached by Coach Roberts.
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BRADEN COOK
Texas A&M University - Electrical Engineering

Rick Veal
PreAP English - Nolan Ryan Jr. High; 

9th -11th Grade Swim Coach – Manvel High School 

Coach Veal was my swim coach starting my freshman year. He made a great impact on my life, academically and personally. 
Coach Veal taught me to keep pressing forward to achieve my dreams no matter how difficult, or uncomfortable, the situation 
may seem. I remember when the heater that heats the pool was broken. The water was freezing. The coach told the team we 
will be practicing in the pool anyway; to bear the cold and swim our best. The swim team, myself included, thought that Coach 
Veal was teaching us a life lesson, like sometimes there will be obstacles between you and your goals, but you can overcome 
them if you try your best. Coach was always understanding, kind and caring, but could be strict too. Coach Veal encouraged 
me to look within myself to see what I was capable of. After eight hours of school, and then a two hour swim every day, it could 
be very tiring, but Coach Veal made swim fun every day and was a large reason why I enjoyed the program. I have received 
a great education in the Alvin Independent School District. There have been many people who helped shape me into the 
person I am today. They will continue to influence who I will be in the future. Today, I would like to give great thanks to Coach 
Veal for playing a major role in my life, personally and academically. His guidance in my life will forever be appreciated.
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SOFIA CASTRO
University of Texas - Aerospace Engineering

Jacob Smith
Introduction to Engineering, Civil Engineering & Architecture and Engineering Design & 

Development – Manvel High School 

I can still recall the time I was a clueless and reserved freshman who lost her phone on the first day of school. 
Looking back, I realize how much I’ve grown. Mr. Smith played a pivotal role in my journey, allowing me to 
transform into someone who’s not afraid to take risks at 3:00 A.M. to finish a competition for nationals, presenting 
a project for NASA, and running through water fountains in Fort Worth. He is so dedicated in providing the 
absolute best for his students, that he sacrifices his own leisure time for us, something I have always appreciated 
and will never forget. I am forever grateful for the person I am today because of Mr. Smith. 
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TALAL GBAMGBOLA
University of Texas - Mechanical Engineering

Lisa Staup
AP U.S. History, AP U.S. Government & 9th-12th Grade Academic Decathlon – Manvel High School 

Mrs. Staup has been my most influential teacher in my school career because she took me in as a freshman 
and nurtured me throughout the years. I came to high school with bright eyes and all I wanted to do was 
impress the seniors with my goofy acts and pranks. She showed me how to be more mature and always had my 
back no matter the extent of my troubles. We have spent so much time together, from trips with the Academic 
Decathlon team to extensive discussions in the classroom, and in all that time - even when things were going 
crazy - she cared for me and all of her students. She is a phenomenal educator, an amazing person, and I’m so 
thankful to have been her student.
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ANNABELLE GARCIA
Texas A&M University - Biomedical Science

Shiny George 
Registered Dental Assisting - JB Hensler College and Career Academy

I knew Mrs. George was going to make an impact on my life the day I walked into her classroom. It was the 
last, first day of my senior year of high school and as it was for many students, senioritis was hitting me pretty 

hard. However, Mrs. George welcomed all of us like we were one of her children and talked to us like she’d 
known us forever. She individually spoke to all of us making sure we told her all the important things she 
needed to know about our lives. I could feel she wanted to connect with each one of us and understand 
how we were each feeling. Anytime I shared about what was going on in my life she praised every little 

achievement I accomplished and comforted me by saying how I’m going to make it very far. I now have a 
quote that makes me constantly consider the effort I put into my work and how I present myself. “Your work 

is not only a representation of you going out into the world but it is also a representation of me, so make sure 
you are not only content in the work you’re doing but also make sure you’re representing what I’ve taught 

you.” If I had never taken Mrs. George’s class I would never have been able to start my dream career as early as I 
have, opening up so many opportunities to grow my experience. I’ve been able to start working in an amazing 

dental office and been able to share my knowledge with my other classmates in my dental assisting class 
giving them insight into real hands-on dental assisting. From the beginning Mrs. George provided me with so 
many opportunities and allowed me to be the one to promote our dental assisting class for all the incoming 
CTE students. I am very grateful to have had such an amazing dedicated teacher who makes my career more 
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ALINA FLORES
University of Texas - Nursing

Cheri van Sant
Dual Credit U.S. History & 9th - 12th Grade Debate - Manvel High School 

I chose Ms. van Sant as my most influential educator because she pushed me out of my comfort zone 
into a person that tries new things and isn’t afraid to speak their mind. Doing public speaking with her 
coaching is going to benefit me for the rest of my life since I can now do one of my favorite things, 
talking, more effectively and with a purpose. Without her, I would still be shy in front of large groups 
of people and am now more confident being the type of person that isn’t afraid to be first to volunteer 
and first to speak. She has made me who I am today and for that I am forever grateful. Thank you, Ms. 
van Sant, for not just being a teacher but for being a friend.
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CLAIRE READ
Texas A&M University - Psychology

Carrie Cross
AP Chemistry – Manvel High School 

Mrs. Cross has always been very approachable and willing to help me with anything I needed. She was the 
teacher I could go to for quite literally anything. The impact she has had on my life goes beyond her knowledge. 
Within the first few weeks of her class, she helped to improve my mental health and was able to restore my 
motivation to continue working as hard as I could through the end of my high school career and beyond. I was 
able to relate to some of the things in her life and it gave me hope for my future. Her class reignited my passion 
for learning that had nearly burned out during quarantine. I am grateful to have been a student in her class, and 
I could never thank her enough. Thank you, Mrs. Cross!
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JORDON VAUGHN
University of Wyoming - Mechanical Engineering

Amanda Wade 
9th-12th Grade Counselor – Manvel High School 

Mrs. Wade has been a huge positive influence since I’ve had the pleasure of having her as my counselor the past 
four years at Manvel High School. Aside from strictly helping me sort out my rigorous course schedule full of 
AP classes, she’s been a voice of encouragement and guidance for me. She’s played a big part in my growth as a 
student-athlete. Mrs. Wade is one of the few teachers I’ve had personal conversations with and I know I can go to 
her for anything. She always has a smile on her face and brings the positive energy that makes you feel welcome 
and comfortable to express yourself. I know she is very dedicated to her job and I appreciate everything she has 
done, not only for me, but for all of her students as we pursue college. Thank you, Mrs. Wade!
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DAVID SILVA
Alvin Community College/University of Houston - Construction Management

Sergio Cantu
Construction Tech I, Construction Tech II & Practicum in Construction – J.B. Hensler College & Career 

Academy

Mr. Cantu has had an enormous influence in who I have become these past three years that I have had him as 
an educator. He has gone beyond the role of teaching and helped me prepare myself for the future when I leave 
high school. His unique way of teaching has made the journey through high school something to remember 
as I move on to the next phase of my life. Mr. Cantu is a person that has been able to make me smile during the 
toughest days of high school. He has helped me improve many skills when it comes to both construction and 
life. I am grateful to have had him as a teacher these past three years. From the bottom of my heart, thank you 
Mr. Cantu.
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ZION JOHNKINS
Rice University - Mechanical Engineering

Cameron Herzog
PreAP Geometry, 9th-12th Grade Varsity Football & Track – Manvel High School

I chose Cameron Herzog as my most influential teacher because he has been by my side since freshman year 
and has helped me grow more than I could have even imagined. He has been my math teacher, football coach, 
and track coach. All of which he has excelled at doing. His teaching style has seemed to fit me and the way I 
learn, which has allowed me to improve each year in high school. Everything he has taught me I carry into the 
things I am passionate about, such as engineering and football. It is because of him that I am confident I will be 
successful in all I try to achieve, he gave me a push and got me started on the path I am on now. I am grateful I 
was able to start and end high school with a teacher and coach as great as him. I want to thank him and let him 
know he is appreciated. Thank you for all you have done.
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CHINWE OZUMBA
University of Texas - Biology

Marcos Garcia
7th Grade Social Studies – Manvel Junior High

I chose Coach Garcia as my most influential educator, because besides my friends and family, he has always been supportive 
of me and always encouraged me and pushed me to do better and strive for nothing but greatness. I moved here from San 
Antonio in 2015, and long story short, when I was picking my classes for 7th grade, I chose regular Social Studies, because 
that is what I had taken in 6th grade before I moved, so I wanted to keep some sense of normalcy and familiarity in my life. 
Before the first semester even ended, Coach Garcia was asking me why I was taking a regular class and not PreAP. I knew 
he was genuinely asking me and also at the same time sort of joking with me, but my 7th grader mind kind of thought he 
was trying to get rid of me. I did not want to be honest with myself at the time, so I kind of just brushed the question off 
or would respond with “I don’t know,” but since then I know that he just wanted me to push myself and strive to be great. 
Coach Garcia moved to Manvel High School just last school year and since then, whenever we cross paths in the hallway or 
after track practice, he asks me how I am doing or what colleges I am considering. It’s always nice to catch up with him, and 
I appreciate that he actually cares. Thanks for everything, Coach Garcia.
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SHADOW CREEK
 HIGH SCHOOL
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JENNA ZAMIL 
Valedictorian 

University of Houston - Honors Biomedical Sciences

Melissa Brubaker 
7th Grade MAP Humanities, 11th - 12th Grade Advanced Academics Specialist

Nolan Ryan Jr. High & Shadow Creek High School

Mrs. Brubaker is someone who expressed confidence in me at a young and vulnerable age. She was the first 
person that I shared many dreams with, from creative writing excerpts, to working in a STEM field. She always 
said that she was confident that I would succeed in high school and beyond. I sincerely believe that because 
of her, I went into high school with confidence in myself, which gave me the courage I needed to perform 
academically and become who I am today.
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NIKIL VIJAYAN
Salutatorian 

Stanford University - Economics/Political Science

Nikhil Kaji
AP Calculus A/B & AP Calculus B/C – Shadow Creek High School

Without a doubt, Mr. Kaji has been one of the greatest teachers I’ve ever had. He is masterful in the way he teaches, 
making abstract calculus concepts, like derivatives and integrals understandable and digestible for everyone in 
the classroom. He possesses genuine passion for math, which manifested not only in the classroom, but also 
within our math club, “Mu Alpha Theta.” Mr. Kaji spent countless hours preparing us for math competitions, 
sacrificing his personal time after school to cultivate a love of math within us; something I am eternally grateful 
for. However, what truly makes Mr. Kaji the best is his infectious personality which lights up the room. From his 
relatable jokes to his invaluable insight on subjects that go beyond Calculus, I’ve always felt at home in his class. 
And, as I head off to college, I’ll never forget that “It’s almost Friday.”
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VIREN MITESH GOVIN
University of Texas - Business

Nathan Lyson
AP Computer Science Principles & Game Design - Shadow Creek High School

I’ll be completely honest: I had very little hope for online learning. I thought it would be an ineffective method 
of teaching and I believed that I’d waste away my senior year sleeping through class. However, your class 
completely changed my perspective. In just one year, you made me learn to love something I once hated - 
Computer Science. In Computer Science Principles (CSP), you taught me about the intricacies of the internet as 
a whole. In Game Program and Design (GPD), you gave me the creative freedom to implement goofy mechanics 
into my projects. Whenever you taught, it just made sense. While it is unfortunate that we rarely met in person, 
I’m grateful for being able to attain an unforgettable connection with you over the internet. Thanks for reigniting 
my desire to code. Happy coding!  
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LEO ARUJ
University of Houston - Chemical Engineering

Fernando Hinojosa
AP Physics C – Shadow Creek High School

Mr. Hinojosa was my introduction to online classes during this odd year. I was afraid that I would not enjoy class 
as I usually did. However, he was able to adapt to hybrid learning in a way that allowed me to continue my love 
for physics. Although I couldn’t physically do the labs, the labs still felt somewhat normal. He allowed for the 
face-to-face and virtual students to converse; I did not feel left out. It is a shame that I was not able to be in his 
class normally, but I enjoyed his class nonetheless.
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ARIQ RABEE
Texas A&M University - Neuroscience

Raziyya Khatoon
AP Biology & Environmental Science – Shadow Creek High School

The COVID-19 pandemic highlights the importance of biology and its vital role in our everyday lives. However, 
I am lucky to say that I had a biology teacher in Ms. Khatoon who never took biology for granted and taught us 
the importance of applying our knowledge rather than just memorizing. Though at times it may have seemed 
that her lecture had gone off course, but in reality, it hadn’t. Somehow with her jadu, she would bring a lecture 
from meiosis to something like McDonald’s, back to meiosis. But the most important lesson that she taught me 
is not to be afraid to fail. Though no one likes to fail, I found this lesson the most important because it can apply 
to your everyday life. I can keep going on and on about how much I have learned from Ms. Khatoon. I just want 
to say Ms. Khatoon, though I may have been reserved in your class and fell asleep a few times, your class has 
blossomed my love for biology and taught me life lessons that I will apply from here on out. For all that, I just 
want to say thank you. 
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TANISH GADDE
University of Texas – Business

JoAnn Karel
AP U.S. History – Shadow Creek High School

Mrs. Karel is my most influential educator because she strived to make a personal connection with me. We 
really got to know each other and we became more than just a teacher and student, we became real friends. 
Mrs. Karel, in addition to being a great educator, is a great person. She always hyped me up when I did well 
and coached me up when I didn’t do well. I could always count on Mrs. Karel to have a funny conversation or a 
serious conversation. If I could have Mrs. Karel as my teacher for the rest of my life, I would be ecstatic, except 
for math of course - ha ha! Overall, Mrs. Karel is the greatest teacher and friend a student can ask for, and I am so 
thankful that she was a part of my journey! 
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JAMES LAASE
Cleveland Institute of Music - Oboe Performance

Diana Garcia 
9th-12th Grade Band – Shadow Creek High School

I’ll be completely honest, Ms. Garcia scared me when I first entered high school. Being yelled at during a 4:00 
a.m. rehearsal was certainly not something I enjoyed. The shy freshman I was did not like having to talk to 
someone who I was told was extremely mean. However, over time I grew to appreciate her rather harsh remarks. 
They were very blunt and really opened my eyes to what I needed to do to better myself. She constantly pushed 
me to improve as a musician and helped me grow as a person. Without her I am not sure I would be pursuing a 
career in music. Thank you, Ms. Garcia.
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ALANA ABRAHAM
Brooklyn College – Health and Nutrition Sciences

Katie Gay
9th-12th Grade Academic Decathlon – Shadow Creek High School 

They say the influence of an exceptional teacher can never be erased and that statement holds its truth in the case 
of Ms. Gay. I have had the tremendous pleasure of having Ms. Gay as my Academic Decathlon coach through all 
four years of my high school career. From learning every detail about art forms in Africa to specified economics 
terms as it relates to the 1960s, Ms. Gay has exponentially expanded my worldly knowledge. However, Ms. Gay 
taught me far more than the outline of the Academic Decathlon curriculum. Through her battle with cancer, she 
taught me the true essence of living. Remaining strong and optimistic in her battle, she unknowingly molded 
me into a human who always looks for the light in life’s darkest storms. Without Ms. Gay, I would not be in the top 
20 of this year’s graduating class and I would not be presented with the many opportunities I have. Ms. Gay is the 
model every teacher should emulate, but, more importantly, her qualities as an individual make her the perfect 
model every human should emulate. Thank you for everything, Ms. Gay. I would not be here without you.
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NATHANAEL MATHEW
Rice University - BioSciences

Jennifer McCord
4th-5th Grade Science & Destination Imagination Sponsor – Alvin Elementary 

Where we stand today is a reflection of where we have been. The foundation that Mrs. McCord laid in my 
childhood has helped me reach where I am today. Both inside and outside the classroom, Mrs. McCord constantly 
supported me and encouraged me to do my best. This was especially significant as I came into fourth grade from 
a different state and everything was different than what I was used to. During that time, under the guidance 
of Mrs. McCord, I participated in Destination Imagination, a club that allowed my team and I to work over the 
period of a couple of months to put together a final presentation for the judges. She made sure to prepare the 
best possible environment for us to work in, whether that meant staying after school or even on a weekend. 
Looking back now, I realize that the opportunity that Mrs. McCord gave me motivated me to get involved in 
ways that I never thought possible. She has had a massively influential effect on me and for that, I am extremely 
grateful. 
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NATHAN GANNON
University of Texas - Chemistry

Vanessa McDonald 
PreAP Algebra II & AP Statistics – Shadow Creek High School 

As I’m trying to start this paragraph - this heartfelt confession of all the things you have done for me as a teacher; this listing 
of reasons why I’m grateful for your tutelage - I’m gradually discovering how hard this will be for me. I could talk about the 
amount of effort you put in day-in-day-out to make sure your students succeed at the highest level possible. I could talk 
about how you taught according to each student’s needs rather than forcing other students to adapt. I could even talk 
about how you were ruthless with grading, but gracious when it counted. However, all of those things can be boiled down 
to one word: love. Like no other teacher I have ever had, you love your students, and if that doesn’t make a teacher one 
to be talked about for the rest of my life, then I don’t know what is. Furthermore, the sheer boatloads of love and care you 
give to your students are reflected in their - and especially my own - love for the things you teach. I can’t even remember 
how many times I took out my notebook in Stats to take notes on a new topic just to be mesmerized by the content we 
were learning, ending the class period with an empty page. That is the effect you had on me. You made me love what you 
taught, and that is something that I do not say lightly. Ultimately, I knew you were going to be my most influential teacher 
the second I heard about this event. You (maybe single-handedly, maybe not) gave me my love for learning back, and even 
back then I appreciated it. Thank you for everything you’ve done for, given to, and sacrificed for me, and I just hope you stay 
teaching long enough to inspire more kids to love learning.
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AMY BROWN
University of Kansas - Architectural Engineering

Jenna Duff 
Civil Engineering and Architecture & Engineering Design and Development – Shadow Creek High 

School 

Mrs. Duff is my most influential teacher for so many reasons. She is the kind of teacher that goes above and 
beyond in and out of the classroom. Before taking the Civil Engineering and Architecture class, I had no idea 
what I wanted to do past high school. Mrs. Duff opened my eyes to the world of engineering and is the reason I 
am going into Architectural Engineering. She taught me how projects are completed in industry, and I feel more 
prepared to enter the real world because of her and what she taught me.
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JESSICA LIU
University of Texas - Computer Science

Heather Johnson 
AP Language – Shadow Creek High School 

A teacher is one of the most important people in one’s life. However, a good teacher doesn’t just “teach,” but 
also strives to inspire their students. English, admittedly, is not my favorite nor best subject; in fact, I struggled 
with investing time in reading assignments up until high school! However, in Ms. Johnson’s class, I never felt like 
I had to worry about that. For the first time in a long time, I genuinely enjoyed reading again and remembered 
how it was like to read out of interest rather than for work. While I still had to read for assignments, Ms. Johnson’s 
lessons on varied perspectives and book recommendations stuck with me. Ms. Johnson was someone who 
has a gift for applying literature to life, something I doubted was possible before I was in her class. Although 
the pandemic cut my time in her class short, Ms. Johnson did her best to personally connect online to her 
students. I still remember comparing some of her personal comments in my journal to my classmates’ journals. 
She cared about us, and it showed. While it’s unfortunate I will not be in her class again, I will always appreciate 
her enthusiasm for reading and motivating her students to learn from books.
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ISHA PATEL
University of Houston - Business

Morlyce Alexander
AP U.S. History – Shadow Creek High School 

Thank you, Ms. Alexander, for everything you have done for me personally and for influencing who I am today. 
Ms. Alexander went out of her way to turn history lessons into something that can be fun and engaging for 
her students. She transformed her classroom into a space where everyone was comfortable with sharing their 
thoughts and ideas. With her influence, I was able to gain traits such as a strong work ethic and was able to 
hone my writing skills. AP U.S. History was one of the classes I enjoyed and looked forward to every day and I 
am grateful for her influence in making that happen. She is an exemplary role model, whether it be through her 
efforts in making sure each student is excelling, or through her continued kindness and patience towards each 
individual despite juggling National Honor Society and AP U.S. History. I would like to sincerely thank you for 
your efforts and for influencing my education in a positive way.
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SNEHA ABRAHAM
University of Texas - Public Health

Courtney Werden
Art II & AP Art Drawing – Shadow Creek High School 

I had Mrs. Werden for my junior and senior year of high school for Art II and AP Art Drawing. My junior year, 
I remember walking into her class in 7th period trying to unload all of the stress from my other classes. Mrs. 
Werden was always quick to recognize my stressed face and made sure to check on me frequently. She built a 
connection with me, not just as my teacher, but as a friend. She often reminded me that although it is important 
to be academically competitive, it is just as important to prioritize my mental health and focus on activities that 
I enjoy doing. After taking her advice I decided to take AP Art Drawing for my senior year. Mrs. Werden made her 
class an outlet for unlimited creativity and allowed us to express ourselves in ways that best defined ourselves. 
Even through virtual learning, she made sure to be supportive and made her lessons engaging and fun. I am so 
grateful to have had Mrs. Werden for these past two years!
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LISHA SHRESTHA
University of Texas - Public Health

Suzanne Mau
PreAP English II – Shadow Creek High School 

Despite only having Ms. Mau in sophomore year, her impact on me has been present throughout my high school 
career and I expect many more years to come. Her kindness and open-mindedness is often overwhelming, 
and has inspired me to be the same. Unlike most teachers, Ms. Mau effectively created her classroom into a 
space where I felt comfortable using my voice, allowing me to foster confidence in expressing my thoughts 
and opinions in other aspects of my life. If it wasn’t for her class, I would not have achieved my full academic 
potential. Ms. Mau not only wants her students to grow academically, but also personally. I can only imagine how 
stressful her job already is, yet she always offered to stay after school with whatever guidance I needed. Prior to 
meeting Ms. Mau, I never believed that one could be a mentor, supporter, and teacher all in one. Therefore, I can 
confidently say that Ms. Mau has been one of the greatest and most influential teachers I have ever had.
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JULIANA NICOLLE SIERRA
Texas A&M University - Nutritional Sciences/Pre-Med

Vincincia Wright
8th-10th Grade Advanced Academic Specialist - Nolan Ryan Jr. High

11th-12th Grade Counselor - Shadow Creek High School

I imagine most students pick one of their teachers they had in one of their years in high school as their most influential 
educator, but I chose someone who helped me throughout my whole high school career. Mrs. Wright has not only given me 
academic advice, but she has also given me personal guidance. Whenever I needed advice on anything, she always received 
me with open arms, even during busy and tough times like the pandemic or the start of a new school year. Mrs. Wright is one 
of the few people who knew what a day in high school looked like for me: attend school for seven hours, drive to my three 
hour tennis practice, study and finish homework for school, and finally end my night with playing piano. She has always 
said how proud she is of me for balancing extracurricular activities with my academics. When I doubted myself, she always 
reminded me of all the things I have accomplished, and that I deserve to be where I am. She is nothing but a motivator, and 
is a role model not only to me, but to the community at Shadow Creek. She is always helping people to the best of her ability. 
Mrs. Wright is someone who encourages me to keep striving for my goals in life, and I will never forget the impact she had on 
me during my time at Shadow Creek High School.
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NATALIE TA
University of Houston - Nursing

Pamela Blades
AP Research – Shadow Creek High School 

Ms. Blades is the embodiment of what all educators should be. Not only is she personally involved with each 
student, she also encourages us to be the best writer and person we can be. She pushed me to meet each 
deadline without causing my head to explode and treated me as an adult, trusting me to formulate a whole 
research paper. While I spent months typing my research paper, she did not hesitate to spend hours reading 
each of our papers. While I hated writing sometimes, Ms. Blades helped me become a better writer and with all 
of her encouragement, my perception of writing changed. Writing is a very important skill that we use our entire 
lifetime and writing is the start of change in the world. Thank you, Ms. Blades!
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ABDULLAH CHEEMA
Texas A&M University - Neuroscience

Robert Lechleiter
AP Capstone Seminar & AP English IV – Shadow Creek High School

Mr. L was a great teacher and he left a big impact on me. I had him in 10th grade for AP Seminar and in 
that class, he really helped improve both my presentation skills as well as my writing skills. AP Literature 
with Mr. L has also been a blast and we learned a lot of interesting concepts. I appreciate you, Mr. L. 
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BRIANNA PHAN-TRAN
University of Houston - Biochemistry

Matthew Winton
9th-12th Grade Swimming and Diving – Shadow Creek High School 

Matthew Winton or “Coach Matt,” as I call him, guided me through four years of varsity high school swimming 
and water polo. First, he is a unique man. His obsession with breaking traditions and “standing out” taught me 
to be more confident. Coach Matt always put really “unique” designs on our suits and team wear. Even though 
they weren’t the best aesthetically, his quirkiness inspired me to be myself, and explore new things that take me 
out of my comfort zone. Through those four years, he taught valuable lessons: discipline, teamwork, happiness, 
and dedication. He laid a foundation for my high school swimming and water polo career to blossom and reach 
its full potential. Through hardships of not dropping times or a hard water polo loss, he brought out the positive 
in each defeat and led me to succeed the next time. Coach Matt taught me life lessons that I will use for the rest 
of my life. Maybe waking up at 4:30 A.M everyday was kind of annoying, or the Salty Mondays, but I will never 
forget the important experiences Coach Matt provided me. My favorite memory of us is winning District three 
years in a row, which resulted him getting dunked in the pool. I can never thank Coach Matt enough for his 
dedication to me and the Shark Aquatics program. Oxygen is overrated forever.
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GILAN CHOUCAIR
University of Houston - Health

Yesica Meza
PreAP Spanish II – Shadow Creek High School

I chose Mrs. Meza as my most influential educator because of the huge impact she had on me during my 
sophomore year. She taught me PreAP Spanish II and instilled in me many useful study techniques that I have 
used and will continue to use in the future. She taught me how important it is to keep a good relationship with 
a teacher, and I am very grateful to her for teaching me these lifelong lessons.
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